
Document Review
International Programs



Your documents are IMPORTANT! Here’s why:

 They prove who you are, why you’re here, that you’re allowed to be 
here, and what status you are in.

 Take care of them – do not lose them or throw them out (even the old 
ones)

 Make color copies or keep scanned copies of them to keep as a back-
up

 Contact us if you do lose them

 We cannot replace most of them, but we can help you figure out how 
to get replacements



Passport
 Issued by your home country
 Must have English translation
 Picture identification
 Biographical information
 Validity information
 Some have family information, which is 

not used in U.S.
 Must be valid for at least 6 months while 

in the U.S.
 Can usually be renewed in U.S. through 

your embassy or consulate
 Contains visas and entry/departure 

stamps



Visa

 Issued by U.S.
 Picture identification
 Biographical information
 Validity information
 Includes your passport and SEVIS ID number
 Indicates number of entries (1, 2, “S” for 

single, “M” for multiple)
 U.S. currently switching to new format (seen 

in top picture)
 Cannot only be renewed at a U.S. consulate 

or embassy
 It is okay if it expires while you are in the U.S.



I-94 (electronic record)

D/S

F1

 Admission record number – admission 
into U.S., NOT SCHOOL  ADMISSION

 All airport arrivals now recorded 
electronically

 CRITICAL RECORD – proof that you 
entered the U.S. legally

 Admission recorded by U.S. at time of 
entry

 Name, date of birth, passport number, 
passport country of issuance, date of 
entry, admission class (visa type)

 Admit Until Date – F-1 and J-1 students 
are admitted for “duration of status” 
(D/S)



I-94 (electronic record) Continued

 Can be retrieved online at 
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/

 Can be retrieved at any time after 
you enter

 Print a copy for your own records

 Have your passport with you when 
filling out this form

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/


I-94 (paper version)

 Arrival/Departure record

 CRITICAL DOCUMENT – only proof that you 
entered the U.S. legally

 DO NOT LOSE IT, or contact us immediately if you 
do

 Issued by U.S. at time of entry

 Name, date of birth, citizenship

 Admission number – admission into U.S., NOT 
SCHOOL  ADMISSION

 Entry stamp: date of entry, current status and date 
by which you must leave or the all-important 
“D/S”

 Sometimes the write on the back



I-901 Receipt

 Issued after you pay your I-901 fee

 Print it out from online payment website

 Must take it to the interview

 Must bring it to enter U.S.

 Now file it away with important papers 
and don’t worry about it anymore



I-20 (F1 students only)

 Issued by your school
 Use it to obtain F-1 visa
 Evidence of continued F-1 status while in the U.S.
 3 pages (page 1 pictured)
 Identity information
 School information
 Program information – program dates are crucial!!
 Financial information
 Signed by Designated School Official (DSO/PDSO)
 Should be signed by you
 If you brought your spouse and/or children, theirs 

looks a little different



I-20 Continued – Page 3

 Travel signatures are at the bottom

 Good for 1 year

 Special authorizations will be on 
this page while they are valid

 Page 2 never changes



DS-2019 (J1 students only)
 Issued by your school & is used to get J1 visa
 Evidence of continued J-1 status while in the 

U.S.
 2 pages (page 1 pictured)
 Identity information
 School information
 Program information – program dates are 

crucial!!
 Financial information
 Signed by Responsible Officer (RO/ARO) 
 Should be signed by you
 Section for travel validation, which is good for 

6 months
 If you brought your spouse and/or children, 

theirs looks a little different
 Page 2 never changes


